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Executive Director
Allyx Schiavone

Where do you stand? It’s a simple question — just four words — yet it packs so 
much power.

As I enter my 10th year at Friends Center and my 50th year of life, I have never 
had more clarity. I know exactly where I stand.

I stand against: racism, sexism, xenophobia, marginalization, abuse of power, 
hatred, fear tactics, divisiveness and discrimination.
I stand for: equity, community, peace, integrity, love, light, justice, diversity, 
inclusion and empowerment.
I stand with: children, educators and families — especially those who have no 
voice, are overburdened, underserved and/or marginalized.

My firm footing is new but my convictions are not. Growing up without a voice in a 
racially and economically privileged household offered me a juxtaposed glimpse into 
marginalization and privilege. My voice was lost in childhood because my personal, 
physical and emotional boundaries were ignored. I was not safe. At the same time, 
my racial and fiscal privilege afforded me strong medical care, life opportunities and 
access to high-quality education. For me, school was my safe place.

I think about this each day as schools are forced to close their doors, and people 
are laid off or asked to work in unsafe conditions. I know how lucky I am. Because 
of my privilege my experiences have been different from many. I feel immense 
gratitude — and stubborn conviction.

I am grateful on a daily basis. Nothing is taken for granted. I am lucky to feel 
nourished and have an abundance of love. Friends Center is a major source of 
my gratitude. I remain thankful to work alongside such an amazing group of 
educators, children, families, volunteers, interns, board members, donors and 
community partners.

I am resolute. We must do more. We must be better. We cannot accept this new 
normal as anything close to normal. 

As we collectively explore the world as it is right now and as we think about our 
individual role in it, I invite you to consider the question: Where do you stand?
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Orlando Yarborough III 
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This past year has offered an advanced class on leading through crisis, as well as 
an extraordinary test of individual and group resilience, fortitude and faith in the 
common values we cherish.

At Friends Center for Children we have not wavered in our vision or our 
commitment. We have worked creatively and diligently to continue to provide 
support and care to our children, their families and our dedicated staff — within 
the mandated guidelines of safety —  both during the time that the school 
was closed, and when it first reopened with half of our usual students. Today 
we are running at full capacity at both our Fair Haven and West Rock facilities. 
The leadership team, teachers and staff have never been more brave or more 
dedicated. They are true FCfC heroes — every single day.  

We are incredibly grateful to many people and organizations that have helped us 
to succeed: devoted and skilled teachers and staff; caring parents and community 
partners; our FCfC board, with a special call out to our finance team led by Bob 
Harrity, Jr.. This team’s quick action, wisdom, business acumen and timely decision 
making has helped us find and utilize the resources and the support necessary 
to comply with ever-changing challenges and needs in early care and education 
programs. Safety remains paramount — for students, for staff and for families, 
and we have been able to call on many resources to help — from special cleaning 
crews to meal preparers, from classroom redesign necessitated by the pandemic, 
to temperature taking and masks — all without ever sacrificing or losing sight of 
our primary responsibility: the enthusiastic nurturing of the children in our care.

We extend a special thanks to our Executive Director, Allyx Schiavone, whose 
milestone birthday and 10 year anniversary at the helm of FCfC occurred in 
the middle of national upheaval. Allyx’s leadership is inspired, empathetic and 
courageous. She is a true visionary, and every day we are grateful for her passion 
for social justice, her dedication to our teachers and staff, and her unwavering 
commitment to New Haven and the wellbeing of its children and families.

And we salute the many additional people who support Friends Center for 
Children: volunteers from the New Haven Friends Meeting; parents and 
grandparents; individual donors; the Quaker Advisory Council; local businesses, 
corporations and foundations; and New Haven and state agency funders. Friends 
Center could not have survived — or continued to thrive — without your trust, 
your guidance and your support. Thank you!
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For over a decade, a familiar sound at FCfC has been 
“Allyx!” — called out in the hallways, on the playgrounds, 
in the parking lot, on the telephone or in a myriad of 
meetings at Friends Center for Children. Our director, 
Allyx Schiavone, is practically synonymous with Friends 
Center and its reputation both locally and beyond. It is 
obvious to all who know Allyx that she has provided an 
entire decade of strong direction at Friends Center for 
Children. The evolution of this special place is marked 
with Allyx’s imprint.

She arrived in 2009, when FCfC was a fledgling program 
with 8 children, operating in the lower level of the New 
Haven Friends meetinghouse. During her first year as 
Executive Director, Allyx began working with the Board to 
plan for the construction of a state-of-the-art building to 
house a quickly expanding program, which had grown  by 
50% in 12 months. This bold vision was gracefully aided 
by New Haven Friends Meeting’s willingness to lease 
their land for a new building and outdoor classrooms. 

A daunting $4.4 million capital campaign was next, which 
included public/private partnerships, old-fashioned 
fundraising, and countless hours spent planning, meeting 
and implementing a campaign strategy. Always involved, 
Allyx navigated and forged long lasting relationships with 
individual donors, the state, and, later, with the newly 
formed Office of Early Childhood Education.

Allyx was visible everywhere, and was integrally involved 
with the architects, sharing her vision for how the physical 
environment could enhance the way children learn. Her 
imprint is evident in heated floors, lots of natural light, 

A DECADE OF DIRECTION
indoor/outdoor classroom integration, and hygienic 
measures such as large sinks in the foyer for all who enter 
to wash their hands — 10 years before COVID-19!

Ever striving for excellence, Allyx started a relationship 
with Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence, after hearing 
a talk by Marc Brackett. FCfC became the Center’s pre-K 
lab school, and the relationship inspired Allyx to establish 
Friends Center’s Emotional Wellbeing Program, today a 
cornerstone of our curriculum.

Never far from Allyx’s mind is the racial inequity and 
social injustice so evident in the lack of quality early 
education for so many New Haven communities. To help 
mitigate this problem, Allyx began serious work on ways 
to replicate Friends Center, which today has two sites 
with a third about to begin construction in the Dixwell 
neighborhood. Simultaneously, Allyx helped organize 
people and resources to create New Haven Children’s 
Ideal Learning District (NH ChILD), an organization 
dedicated to finding ways to level the field for all New 
Haven’s young children through widespread access to 
early education. 

We salute Allyx for her many talents, and for her energy, 
vision and commitment to children, families and the 
Friends Center mission. She has touched the lives of 
students, teachers, staff and board members, as well 
as legions of friends, donors, the greater New Haven 
community and the early childhood universe. Her 
guidance has influenced every aspect of the marvelous 
school we know today.
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When it comes to vision, perspective is determined by where 
you stand. How we see and interpret scenes or events depends 
on the angle, distance and the obstructions that may block 
our view. The same truth applies to more abstract outlooks 
and ideologies. When we understand our individual positions, 
privileges and challenges we begin to understand how they 
influence our perspective. And we recognize that we may need 
to move from positions that are familiar or comfortable in order 
to truly obtain a different point of view.

In 2017, Friends Center began an intentional exploration into 
implicit biases — the lenses or angles by which we see the world 
— and how they impact our thoughts and behaviors.

This past year, events in our nation forced us all to examine our 
stance in new and challenging ways. COVID-19 altered our lives 
and communities, and caused us to reconsider what is essential. 
The appalling deaths of fellow black and brown citizens re-
exposed historic and systemic racial injustices that must be 
addressed. 

In both cases, we all have been called to action — to take a 
stand, or take steps to shift our posture in order to truly see, 
understand and value another’s experience and outlook.

During these trying times, we will continue to rise to the call 
and move to action, working to ensure that we stand fast to our 
mission: educate children, empower families, inspire teachers, 
engage community, embrace diversity.

WHERE DO YOU STAND?

WHAT YOU SEE 
DEPENDS NOT 

ONLY ON WHAT 
YOU LOOK AT, 

BUT ALSO 
WHERE YOU 

LOOK FROM.
- James Deacon
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“As site director, I have the 
opportunity to see how, every 
day, teachers present their best 
selves to provide children and 
their families the necessary 
support and development, 
especially in such unique times. “- Aundrea  Tabbs-Smith

  Friends Center East Grand 
  Site Director

“I stand with our families as we 
work in partnership to create 
a community that includes all 
voices, honors all curiosities, 
and uplifts and nurtures all 
hearts and minds.”

- Katherine Flores
  Friends Center Blake Street
  Site Director
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She sees the world with wonder: a caterpillar, a  stick, a puddle. There are 
no ordinary pebbles. Through a child’s eyes and imagination, the world 
is all discovery, all new, all possible. Often what we deem ordinary or 
simple, sparks children’s curiosity and spurs their development. They see 
that the world is wonder-full. Discovering it is a matter of perspective. 

At Friends Center, we stand on the principle of child-led early learning. We 
are committed to observing and responding to the interests and curiosities 
that captivate children. Our progressive emergent curriculum has been 
created to engage children in an organic and culturally-relevant way.

While the current world’s drama and division swirls around us, we see a 
profound truth in a child captivated by bubbles or a bucket of water. 
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WALKING IN THEIR SHOES

“At Friends Center, the curriculum is emergent — it is a 
natural extension of children’s curiosity, play and joys. 
Behind the seeming simplicity of a child’s play is the 
formation of and building upon complex connections 
and concepts. During today’s times of intense emotions 
and unsettled climate, we could all use and embrace the 
simplicity and joy of early childhood.”
- Jessie, Friends Center infant/toddler teacher
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When it comes to where we at Friends Center stand, our position is 
clear in our mission. We work to empower and support our families, 
no matter what situations they face. Led by our full-time Emotional 
Wellbeing Coordinators, our staff is committed to knowing our families: 
their questions, concerns and circumstances. We also strive to ensure 
families know where Friends Center stands: an unwavering partner and 
ally in their children’s growth and development, assisting on all levels: 
from the regular challenges that come with parenting to providing critical 
assistance and resources for families experiencing more adversity such as 
divorce, bankruptcy or addiction.

“Friends Center’s commitment to stand with families through all 
circumstances is pivotal in building strong, trusting relationships. We 
notice and nurture children and families daily in order to form these 
relationships proactively. We have found that without trust, families are 
much less likely to open up and share what their true needs are. We believe 
that providing reliable support through difficult times demonstrates our 
unwavering commitment to our children and their families. Perspective 
sharing lays the foundation for an environment which allows families to be 
heard and to receive meaningful support. In honoring these perspectives, 
the Emotional Wellbeing Coordinators can proceed with an open mind, 
an intent to listen and a desire to partner with families to develop an 
optimal plan for support.”  
- Miriam Johnson, Friends Center Emotional Wellbeing Coordinator 
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“I know that every decision Friends Center makes is in the 
best interest of the families they serve. I am immensely 
grateful to the Center for all of this.“ 
- Friends Center parent M
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With its high cost of living — and housing — Connecticut’s not an easy 
place to find your footing, especially if your career is systematically under-
compensated. For early childhood educators, the mean salary is $24,518, 
egregiously low and hovering at the poverty level for a family of three. 
With 98% of the early care workforce female,  women providing essential 
care to children are being paid to live in poverty  — a reality that undercuts 
the importance of early childhood education and further marginalizes an 
already oft-marginalized population. 

For Friends Center, the conundrum is to find ways to raise teacher 
salaries without increasing overall expenses, which in turn would increase 
tuition rates and burden our families. We envisioned a solution: provide 
teachers with free and/or subsidized teacher housing. After a year of 
contemplation, we officially launched the Friends Center Housing Plan in 
early 2020 and procured our first teacher house a few months later. The 
home — within walking distance of our East Grand campus —  includes 
additional buildable lots, with potential to host a teacher housing campus.
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“We consider early-childhood educators “essential 
workers” and key to the healthy development of the next 
generation. It seems wrong that beginning teachers do not 
earn a sufficient income to afford housing in New Haven. 
We believe that providing teachers with safe, affordable 
housing within walking distance of Friends Center is critical. 
We hope that by providing funding to purchase good 
homes we might further a model of innovative housing in 
Fair Haven Heights equal to the Center’s bold, educational 
vision.” 
- Susan Fox & Greg Melville
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Six feet apart. We have grown used to maintaining distance. But in many 
ways, our separation also unites us. We stay separate to protect and 
respect each other. By standing apart, we stand together. 

Friends Center shut its doors in March to ensure the safety and health of 
our children, staff and their families. Though our program was temporarily 
suspended, our mission to engage community remained more critical than 
ever. Through youtube videos, weekly emails, and phone calls, teachers 
continued to reach out to our families, providing resources for children, 
practical assistance for families, and emotional wellbeing for our entire 
community. To support our staff and families experiencing financial crisis, 
Friends Center delivered groceries and food; wrote letters to landlords 
regarding rent suspension; and created a COVID support fund which paid 
out $16,580 in rental fees.
 
Many of our families — especially essential workers   — relied on our 
care for their children. So on June 15, we welcomed back the children 
of essential workers. And on July 6, 72 more families joined us. As part 
of our re-opening, we developed a comprehensive COVID operations 
manual to ensure the health and safety of our community.
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“We have all shared in the sacrifice brought on by COVID-19 
in different ways. Despite the challenges, Friend Center’s 
commitment to the teachers and children has been evident. 
We are lucky to be part of this community and look forward 
to several more years here. We will be lifetime supporters!”
- Friends Center parent
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To successfully embrace diversity, both equality and equity matter. 
Equality means we consider each other with equal value, equal respect 
and equal opportunity. Equity, on the other hand, is understanding that 
— to truly achieve equality — each of us may need different levels of 
assistance, support and consideration based on our inherent differences 
and backgrounds, whether it be financial, racial or cultural. 

A popular illustration of equity shows three people of different heights 
seeking to peer over a fence. The tallest can look over with no assistance, 
while the other two need boxes of different sizes to give them an equal 
view. It is a fitting metaphor but with one significant flaw: it portrays those 
needing assistance as having smaller stature. Perhaps a better picture 
would be three people of equal heights standing on uneven ground, with 
those furthest down the slope having less vantage...and less advantage. 

In this case, as we work towards equity, the task becomes to level the 
ground.
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“Friends Center has provided excellent specialized care 
for my child, who has a disability and special needs. It 
has provided her with a social environment that fosters 
sensitivity and emotional growth, and values differences. 
It is a huge relief to know that my child with special needs 
is in a place where she is not only accepted and respected 
but also celebrated while I am at work. The curriculum 
has provided her with learning experiences that last far 
beyond the school day, and she is constantly bringing that 
learning home, sharing it, and building on it.”
- Friends Center parent
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equality 
peace 
community 
simplicity 
truth 
stewardship
“Friends Center has an amazingly strong powerhouse staff who have helped mold my 
daughter toward the direction I want her to go in life. When she first entered Friend Center 
she was very shy with not much confidence and, although the pandemic had cut her time 
short, she left with the utmost confidence and, for lack of better words, with morals that will 
help her be kind, brave and strong in our world today.”
- Friends Center parent 

We believe in the values set forth by and 
founded upon Quaker principles: equality, 
peace, community, simplicity, truth and 
stewardship. We believe these values to be 
an integral part of our daily lives. They are 
universal and steadfast, fortifying the human 
spirit and improving the human condition.

As a values-based program, Friends Center 
for Children strives to maintain best practices 
in early childhood education by nurturing 
the whole child and bringing together 
curriculum, teachers, parents and the larger 
community within a supportive, inspirational 
environment.

We welcome and encourage the uniqueness 
of each individual who passes through our 
doors; they give depth to our program 
and broaden our reach. We seek to have a 
positive impact on the crucial issues of early 
childhood education that will be lasting and 
far-reaching. Through demonstrating our 
commitment to every child’s potential, we are 
dedicated to affirming the Quaker principles 
upon which we are founded.

Using a collaborative approach, we envision 
a time when all children are well-equipped to 
succeed in a culture that fosters acceptance 
of our common humanity.

O U R  V A L U E S
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Michael Anderson  
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children; 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Connie Baxter 
Member, West Brattleboro (VT) Quaker Worship Group

James Clay 
Board Member, Friends Council on Education

Beth Collea 
Member, Wellesley Friends Meeting

Jane Coppock 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting;  
Board Member, Friends Center for Children

Joe Evans 
Member, Newtown Friends Meeting; Germantown Friends School 
Board, Past Board, FCE, Trustee of the Anna T. Jeanes Foundation

Bill Graustein 
Trustee, William Caasper Graustein Memorial Fund 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Wendy Kravitz 
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for  Children; 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Allyx Schiavone 
Director, Friends Center for Children

OUR council

Jerry Leaphart 
Member, Wilton Friends Meeting; Past Board Connecticut Friends  
School; Clerk of New York Yearly Meeting, Development Committee 
Board Member, Friends Center for Children

Greg Melville 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Linda Miller 
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;  
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Mary Lee Morrison  
Member, Hartford Friends Meeting

Greg Moschetti 
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;  
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Ronald Netter 
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting; Volunteer, Alternative to 
Violence Program (AVP) and Prisoner Visitation Services (PVS)

Drew Smith 
Director, Friends Council on Education

Michael F. Wajda 
Member, Goshen Friends Meeting; Former Development Director,  
Friends General Conference

Please join us in honoring Bonnie Muller 
in her retirement. Bonnie has been the 
Quaker heartbeat at Friends Center since 
its inception in 2001, serving first as social 
work consultant and then helping found 
and lead our emotional wellbeing program. The Quaker Advisory Council is a group of Quaker leaders who recognize the positive impact that a quality, 

early childhood experience can have on a child’s future and are committed to addressing the need for high-
quality Quaker early childhood education. Members of the Quaker Advisory Council act as advisors to Friends 
Center about aspects unique to Friends Schools. As ambassadors and advocates they provide connections to 
individuals and institutions, opportunities for collaboration, and access to funding. The Quaker Advisory Council 
serves the critical function of expanding Friends Center’s impact and presence in the Quaker community.

“A life-long Friend, Bonnie is steeped in Quaker 
life and values. Those values plus her calm, 
patient presence and years of professional 
experience enabled Bonnie to gently, carefully 
listen to children, parents and staff alike.  Sought 
out by many for her wise counsel, Bonnie has 
provided practical support while weaving deeper 
emotional connections and trust throughout the 
entire FCfC community.” - Wendy Kravitz

“There is an idea in Quakerism that the Spirit that dwells in each of us is but a tiny seed that needs to be nurtured 
to grow. I feel the same is true of the movement of the Spirit outside of us. QAC is a part of the many nurturers who 
tend and have tended the small seed of Friends Center that has now grown into a most amazing tree with abundant 
fruit and more yet to come. We come from Quaker Meetings in New England and beyond with a single purpose of 
supporting Friends Center and its mission.”  - Greg Moschetti
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Ivory Blount
RN, Clinical Program Manager
Yale New Haven Hospital

Jane Coppock*
Member 
New Haven Friends Meeting

Connie Dickinson
Past principal 
DickinsonGroup

Carlos Galo 
Account Executive
SeeClickFix

Marnie Kling Halsey
Former Director of Advancement
Hopkins and Fessenden Schools

Robert J. Harrity, Jr 
Executive Committee
Whitney Center
Professor of Finance 
Fairfield and Sacred Heart Universities

Jessica Herrington 
Criminal Investigator
U.S. Department of Defense
           
Suzannah Holsenbeck 
Executive Director 
Read to Grow

Kaaren Janssen
Former Editor 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press

Jerry Leaphart
Member 
Wilton Friends Meeting

Joanna Meyer
Research Associate
Yale School of Medicine
Co-director
Partnership for Early Education Research

Caroline Park 
Attorney
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Rose Pudlin
Director of Community Program
Fair Haven Health Center

Allyx Schiavone 
Executive Director 
Friends Center for Children 

Louis Silva
Vice President
Community Investment Corporation

Henry Villegas
Account Manager 
United Parcel Service

BIll Walkauskas*
Member 
New Haven Friends Meeting

OrLando Yarborough, III 
Leadership Coach and Strategist
Yarborough Coaching
Pastor
Black Church at Yale

Emeritus
Michael Anderson*
Wendy Kravitz*
Linda Miller*
Greg Moschetti*

*New Haven Friends Meeting     
  

Board of Directors

OUR board

* Member, New Haven Friends Meeting
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Holly Hanau Koncz & David Koncz •
Wendy Kravitz •• 
Jennifer & Toby Kravitz •
Maria Lamberto •
Mary Hubbard Lansing •
Jerry Leaphart •
Sharon & Mark Lebowitz • 
Theresa LeBrun •
Hannah & James Leckman •
Lisa Leventhal •
Maureen & Dwight Lopes •
Dee & Bruce Lundberg •
Carol & Bob Lyons • 
Deena & Bill Mack •
Martha & Terry Maguire •
Pam Matocha •
Susan Fox & Greg Melville •
Lanning Melville •
Joanna & Spencer Meyer ••
Sharon & Daniel Milikowsky •
Linda Miller •
Linda & Angelo Montone •
Lynn & John Morgan •
Linda Moroni •
Mary Lee Morrison •
Connie Baxter & Greg Moschetti ••
Bonnie Muller ••
Caroline & Scott Muller •
Charlotte & Charlie Murphy ••
Carolyn Milazzo & Stephen Murphy Jr. •
Susan Bryson & Laurence P. Nadel •••
Joan & David Nee •
David Newton ••
Lindsey Kravitz & Eric Olson •
Ana Oman ••
Kiara Clemons & Landon Osborn •
Susan & Christopher Palma •
Janet Park •
Jane & John Patton •
Allie Perry & Charlie Pillsbury •
Reuma & Itay Polack-Gadassi •
Theresa Porto •
Mickie Cuevas-Post & Kenneth Post •
Jessica Powell & Jeff Pleshek •
Karen Pritzker •
Ann Judd & Bennett Pudlin •

Rose & Nathan Pudlin •
Thayer Quoos •
Nancy & Kenneth Remsen • 
Rachel Silbermann & Tom Reznick •
Barbara Riley •
Katy Kessler-Rinck & Jesse Rinck •
Sandra Ruoff •
Alyssa Sadler •
Barbara & Richard Salzano •
Robert Sandine •
Abbie Tew & Michael Schiavone, Jr. •
Allyx Schiavone ••••
Judy Schiff •
Jennifer Schmidt •
Winnie & Ed Seibert •
Maytal Saltiel & Dan Shetler •
Tanya & Kevin Shively •
Samantha Siegel •
Sandra Goncalves & Louis Silva •
Anne Singer •
Tracey Smith •
Brenda Carter & Adam Solomon •
Barbara & Leonard Stern •
The Sturtz Family •
Melissa & Timothy Sullivan •
Brenda & Henry Villegas •
Alison Levie & Michael Wajda •
Wendy & Rex Walden •
Sharon Ellsworth & Bill Walkauskas •
Barbara Wareck •
James Wareck •
Rachel Doft & John Wareck •
Mary-Jo Warren •
Linda & Jeffrey Weber •
Lynda & Alexander West • 
Kathleen White •
Betty & James Whitney • 
Virginia & John Wilkinson •
Mary Lou & Edward Winnick • 
Jessica & Paul Wolfer •
Kristen & Scot Wrocklage •
Rashele & OrLando Yarborough III •
Valerie & George Yavorek • 
Joan & Carl Youngman •
Robert Yucker •
Patricia Doukas & John Zandy •

Brown Rudnick LLP •
The Carolyn Foundation •
Connecticut Green Bank •
The Jane and William Curran Foundation •
Peter Evans, Double Ohs Music •
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C. •
Haven’s Harvest •
Millennium Pharmaceuticals Matching Gift Program •
National Roofing •
Netter Foundation, Inc. •
New Castle Hotels Management LLC •
New Haven Friends Meeting •
Paypal Giving Fund •
Pratt & Whitney •
ProBono Partnership •
Pete Baleyta, Protective Systems •
The RISC Foundation •
The SNAVE Foundation •
Michael J. Soltis, Esq. •
Women in Business Bags/ Francine Collections Ltd. •

Linda Estacion •
Jan Walzer & David Etzel •
Carolyn & Joe Evans •
Jane & Wally Evans •
Juliana Fan ••
Emily & Matthew Finn •
Ann & Daniel Fisher •
Steve Fontana •
Landa & Jefferson Freeman •
Chenee Gallaher • 
Kathleen & Carlos Galo •
Mary Jane & Christopher Galvin •
Renuka & Shiv Gandhi •
Sarah & Sam Gerritz •
Toddie & Chris Getman •
Grandparents of Liam Ginsberg, 
      Kel and Will ••
Marianne & Henry Godfrey •
Laura Goldblum ••
Mary & Jonathan Gorham •
Bill Graustein ••
Elizabeth & Thomas Halsey •
Janet Madigan & Bob Harrity Jr. •
Rebecca Harvey •
Sarah & John Healey •
Kelly Hebrank •
Edith & Arnold Heiger •
Jessica & Bob Herrington •
Cathryn Holinger •
Diane & Penn Holsenbeck •
Paul Hughes •
Robert Jaeger •
Amy & David Jaffe •
Kim Bohen & Douglas James •
Carolyn Lusche & Alex Janke •
Kaaren Janssen •••
Stephanie & Peter Jatlow •
Miriam Johnson  •
Brita Roy & George Jones •
Ethan Kamer •
Barbara & Jerry Katz •
Dennis Kay •
Elizabeth Keenan •
Gretchen & Charlie Kingsley •
Anne & Rob Klee •

Karin Patriquin & Angelo Accomando ••
Rachael & Antonio Aceto •
Celia Lewis & Michael Anderson •••
Barbara & Chip Angle •
Jessica Cuni & Timothy Applebee •
Stephanie & Craig Bailey •
Caroline Park & Max Bakke ••
Patricia & William Bakke •
Betsy Gribble & Doug Baldwin •
Margaret & John Balint •
Shavaun Towers Bennett •
Suzannah Holsenbeck & Robb Blocker •
Ivory & Tevis Blount •
Mavis Lockwood & Jonathan Borak •
Phoebe & Jim Boyer •
Alison Moncrief-Bromage 
      & Andy Bromage ••
Ginny Bromage •
Kate Stith & Jose Cabranes •
Anne & Guido Calabresi •
Linda & Vincent Calarco •
Cecile Fromont & Grant Calderwood •
Penn Cancro •
Jonatha & Jim Castle •
Jan & Paul Childs ••
Bitsy Clark •
Judy & Stocky Clark  •
Arthur Blecher & Jim Clay •
Jane Coppock •
Dody & Jay Cox •
Sara Nadel & Marshal Cox ••
Kimberly Crichton •
Betzy & Dan Crofts •
Heather & Charlie Cullen •
Anna Czekaj-Farber •
Kathy Kuryla & Francis Dance •
Ann & Richard Diana •
Connie & Peter Dickinson •
Beth Collea & Jeremiah Dickinson ••
Eugenia Nelson Dilg •
Marnie Halsey & Brian Dowling •
Susan & Thomas Duffy •
Margaret Dunn •
Laura & Stephen Durant •
Emily Erb •

OUR DONORS

Annual Fund
Capital Campaign
Financial Aid
Great Give

Mark Kravitz Fund

Friends Center invites supporters to make a provision 
in their wills, trusts or retirement plans to ensure the 
wellbeing of Friends Center for Children in perpetuity. 
We encourage you to look ahead to what your 
generous philanthropy can/will do to provide the 
highest quality early childhood education for New 
Haven’s most vulnerable and promising young citizens.

In Kind

COVID Fund

Teacher Housing Initiative
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Salaries and Benefits
Other Operating Expenses

Total

$ 1,536,023
$ 466,894

$ 2,002,917

  Care4kids
  New Haven Day Care 
 School Readiness
Total Government Grants
Annual Fund Contributions
Tuition
Grants

Total

 
$ 996,314
$ 276,262
$ 644,346

$81,250

$ 1,998,172

 
$ 293,876
$ 247,517
$ 454,921

Contributions
Operating
ExpensesContributions

O U R  f i n a n c e s
FY
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t Thank you for 

helping us
stand for 
children, 
families, 
educators, 
community 
and diversity! 
We could not do 
it without your 
support!

operating revenue operating expenses

In Kind
COVID Fund
Financial Aid
Mark R. Kravitz Fund 
Unrestricted

$ 17,921 
$ 16,580
$ 1,400

$ 29,856
$ 210,505

Total Annual Fund
Expansion Fund
Future Pledges   
 
Total  

$ 276,262
$ 40,000
$ 79,250

$ 395,512
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Health is on most people’s minds these days. While Friends Center 
has made many adjustments in policies and protocol in response to 
COVID, our overall commitment to health has long been a priority of 
our program, and one of the benchmarks of our accreditation with the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). As 
the world’s largest organization of early childhood professionals, NAEYC’s 
accreditation standards “meticulously measure” quality in the classroom 
and beyond, establishing a rigourous standard for quality early learning 
programs.

To earn accreditation, programs must meet the criteria in 10 standards 
based on research on the development of young children, with input from 
experts and educators from around the country.

In our latest evaluation, Friends Center achieved 100% + in all 10 
standards, including the HEALTH category, which focuses on first aid, 
response to illnesses and physical wellbeing. According to NAEYC, the 
Health standard marks a program where:

 •  Teaching staff have training in pediatric first aid.
 •  The program has policies regarding regular hand washing and 

routinely cleans and sanitizes all surfaces in the facility.
 •   There is a clear plan for responding to illness, including how to 

decide whether a child needs to go home and how families will 
be notified.

 •  Snacks and meals are nutritious, and food is prepared and 
stored safely. 

O U R  ACC R E D I TAT I O N
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When it comes to giving all children the opportunity for 
Ideal Learning, standing still is not an option. Despite 
the challenges of 2020, Friends Center has continued 
to make strides to expand and improve access to high-
quality early childhood education. 

Plans for our new center on Dixwell Avenue have 
progressed, with shovels in the ground expected in 
August 2021. The new building will serve 92 children and 
their families, with nine infant/toddler and one preschool 
classrooms, a movement studio, conference room and 
offices. 

Along with access, quality is a critical factor in early 
childhood education, and the quality of a program’s 
teachers can make all the difference. To help attract, 
inspire, develop and retain passionate and professional 
educators, Friends Center has developed a plan to 
financially support teachers, without burdening families 
with higher tuition rates. In late 2020, Friends Center 
will open the doors to the first house of our new Teacher 
Housing Initiative. Empowered by the vision and 
contribution of Susan Fox and Greg Melville, the Initiative 

o u r  n e x t  s t e p s
will provide low-cost/no-cost apartments to supplement 
teacher income and help address the disparity between 
Connecticut’s high cost of living and teacher salaries. 
This first house is just the beginning. With buildable lots 
and other identified parcels and properties, we envision 
a teacher housing campus, providing quality housing in 
a community setting within walking distance of our East 
Grand facility.

To further support our teachers — and families — Friends 
Center is exploring the construction of a full kitchen in 
our East Grand site, providing nutritional breakfast, lunch 
and snacks to all staff and families, and additional dinners 
and meals for any teacher or child experiencing food 
insecurity. 

Thanks to a generous donor, Friends Center will also 
realize a new and bright development in 2021 with 
the installation of solar panels on the roof of its East 
Grand Avenue center. In line with our Quaker value of 
stewardship, we’re excited to conserve energy and 
reduce long-term utility costs. Permits and approvals are 
in process, with installation expected in spring 2021.



 37 36

what you do 
today is the 
foundation  
upon which 
your future 
will stand.

- Topsy Gift
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FRIENDS CENTER FOR CHILDREN
227 East Grand Avenue  New Haven, CT 06513

495 Blake Street, New Haven, CT 06515

www.FriendsCenterforChildren.org


