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Whether you are a parent, advisor, educator, donor,
partner, caregiver, or community member who cares
about the education of our youngest children, you

help Friends Center for Children grow!

We learn and grow best from each other, from
relationships that embrace, encourage and sometimes
challenge us. Your involvement and support helps us
grow as individuals — children, families and educators
— and as a program. Because of you, Friends Center
is excited to enter a new season of growth, to extend
our roots and expand our branches as we strive to
meet the continued need for high-quality early care
and education in the New Haven area.




reflections
from
the director

Allyx Schiavone

What nelps us grow?

LOVE

My love for Friends Center is profound. | enjoy coming to school each day. | look

forward to being in our space, interacting with the community and finding ways

to grow. Being a part of the Friends Center community has changed the way |

think about the world, the way | lead and the way | parent my own children.

This love is fully rooted in relationships. As an educator, | know the profound
importance that relationships play in the growth of a child. At Friends Center,
we work to build and nurture the bonds that help us grow, as individuals and
as a community. We work in partnership with families to support each child’s
development. Our child-centered curriculum emphasizes learning through play

and interaction and we strive to foster a community that values one another.

It takes a lot to make relationships thrive — communication, time, empathy,
understanding — to name a few. But the most important aspect of all is love. This
love, along with Friends Center’s clarity of purpose and values, emboldens me to

think about growth for Friends Center and the city of New Haven.
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thoughts
from
the board clerk

Bob Harrity

As Friends Center for Children celebrates five years in our beautiful building
in Fair Haven, we look forward to continuing our positive trajectory of growth
and development. New Haven has a persistent need for quality early childhood
care. In an effort to respond to this urgent need and to expand our educational

impact, FCIC leadership has spent much of this past year exploring opportunities

for replication with community partners. We are:

READY Geow

A potential joint project entails creating a new stand-alone preschool classroom
at the Dixwell Avenue United Church of Christ this winter, while plans are
underway for a major replication of FCfC in a brand new building slated to open
in 2020. This expansion is possible due to the endorsement of our mission by

many loyal supporters, community leaders and current and prospective families.

On behalf of FCfC Board of Directors | wish to thank the individuals, foundations,
businesses and volunteers whose generosity helps Friends Center create a
high-quality, inclusive and heterogeneous early childhood program. FCC thrives
thanks to the dedication of our skilled and caring teachers who work in tandem
with parents to nurture all of our children as they develop and grow. And, finally,
FCfC's dramatic success is directly attributable to the leadership skills, insight,

determination and passion of our Executive Director, Allyx Schiavone.







branching out

What does expansion look like in our
current and future landscape?

Our most immediate expansion has already
germinated. Friends Center was offered 10 new state-
subsidized preschool slots for 2018 - 2019. Since our
existing classrooms were already full, we needed a
creative solution to accommodate new friends. So we
formed a temporary classroom on the lower level of
our existing facility, and we are exploring creating a
stand-alone classroom on Dixwell Avenue.

The Dixwell classroom will continue our partnership
with the Dixwell Congregational United Church of
Christ and provide immediate opportunities for 16
families. It blazes the trail for a much larger permanent
expansion in the Dixwell neighborhood, a brand new
Friends Center facility, projected to open in 2020.

Operating at two sites, Friends Center will nearly
double its reach from 84 to 150 infants, toddlers and
preschoolers!
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Values
help us

grow

We believe in the values set forth by and
founded upon Quaker principles: equality,
peace, community, simplicity, truth and
stewardship. We believe these values to be
an integral part of our daily lives. They are
universal and steadfast, fortifying the human
spirit and improving the human condition.

As a values-based program, Friends Center
for Children strives to maintain best practices
in early childhood education by nurturing the
whole child and bringing together curriculum,
teachers, parents and the larger community
within a supportive, inspirational environment.

We welcome and encourage the uniqueness
of each individual who passes through our
doors; they give depth to our program and
broaden our reach. We seek to have a positive
impact on the crucial issues of early childhood
education that is lasting and far-reaching.
Through demonstrating our commitment to
every child's potential, we are dedicated to
affirming the Quaker principles upon which we
are founded.

Using a collaborative approach, we envision

a time when all children are well-equipped to
succeed and a culture that fosters acceptance
of our common humanity.

As Simon, a white boy, walked out of the preschool room with

his dad, he saw Franklin, an African American man, bending

to put on the blue shoe covers required to enter the infant
toddler pod where he would pick up his daughter. Simon
noticed Franklin and asked his dad, "Is he the janitor?” Simon’s
dad paused, then responded, "What makes you think that?” To
which the boy answered, “He looks like the janitor | saw.”

Simon's innocent observations and assumptions opened the
door for a conversation about how we see each other — an
opportunity for Friends Center to live out the Quaker values

that inform our program.

A teacher who had observed the interaction joined Simon’s
father as he knelt beside Simon. Together they encouraged
Simon to look through the window and watch Franklin interact
with his daughter Jayla. While Simon observed, the teacher
talked about how Franklin was a daddy here to pick up Jayla
just like Simon's dad was here to pick him up. The teacher then
explained that Franklin was a medical doctor and a PhD doctor.
They talked about how Franklin took care of Jayla and fed her
and sang to her at night and held her hand when they crossed
the street. At the end of the conversation, Simon turned to the

teacher with a smile and said, "He's a daddy just like mine.”
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"What do you think the animals are feeling?” asked the teacher,
holding open a page in the book "Brick by Brick” by Giuliano Ferri.
The page displayed a beautiful illustration of solemn-faced animals p av

facing each other across a water-filled divide.

“Sad!"” "Lonely!"chimed the children. But pages later they cheered : t t'
to see the animals use the bricks that once formed a wall to build a In erac Ions

bridge between them. For the preschool classes at Friends Center,

this wordless book sparked countless bridge-building creations
with blocks, logs and cardboard during playtime, both indoors and

outdoors. The book also inspired conversations and reflections on ove
friendship, problem-solving and understanding.
In one classroom, children in the block area built colorful bridges with I t'
Magna-Tiles to connect their separate creations, then marched farm exp ora Ion
animals and wooden figures across the colorful paths to explore each

other’s towers and buildings.

] ]
Books are an integral part of Friends Center’s child-centered rEIaIIOHShlps

curriculum, and “Brick By Brick” had special significance as the feature
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book for the “Little Read,” a community event organized by the New

i

Haven Early Childhood Council's Resource Center housed at New
Haven Children’s Museum, during the National Association of the
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Once upon a time there was a boy named Tyler. Tyler wanted the o
screwdriver and it was hard to wait for a turn. And he felt frustrated. | ’ .|; .'; ‘ ;!I | 3
Another day, Tyler wanted the blue camera and it was hard to wait, | ‘

and he felt frustrated. Then Tyler played on the easel while he
waited. He played with the saw. He took a deep breath and was able

to wait in a calm way!

Social stories such as this, narrated by the children themselves, are JHN N
one of the many ways Friends Center helps children identify and

learn from their feelings, especially during challenging times. After a
difficult moment when a child has settled, and feels calm and secure, i {:hz.

Friends Center teachers or Emotional Wellbeing Coordinators

encourage him to tell his story in his own words. The stories, written
down, then repeated back to the child and shared with their family, ] l N
become empowering tools to let children discover their voice and - “

grow from their experiences.

Whether navigating day to day obstacles or transitions, or facing

more intense traumas and situations, our Emotional Wellbeing ([
Program works to engage and support all the families in our
community. This help takes many forms, from heartfelt wisdom
and guidance on addressing a child’s behavior with empathy, to

evidence-based information, strategies and resources for additional

|
1 § 18 l a | =
support as needed. ACALAl Al ‘ ‘

This past year, out of our 84 families, Friends Center worked closely
with 32 families experiencing difficult life events and provided al-

another 41 families with general emotional wellbeing support.
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When Maria began her internship at Friends Center for Children,
she felt both excited and nervous. Trepidation quickly gave way to (OU

inspiration as she worked alongside teachers and our Emotional

Wellbeing Coordinators and learned more about the Friends
Center program. The concept of Quaker values piqued her interest,
especially in the context of their impact on children’s character

=
development. Maria decided to study this deeper and develop her paSSIon

thesis on the topic.

Her work focused on the relationship between the Quaker values- ' 1

based curriculum at Friends Center (Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, pro eslonal
Community, Equality, and Stewardship) and positive character traits

as defined in child development literature. Through a qualitative dEVEIOpment

study of staff descriptions, she found a positive relationship with
traits such as kindness, gratitude, self-regulation, generosity,
creativity and social responsibility.

ohservation

Friends Center gave Maria a platform for career development,

. . R L - - . [ _ *
: _ 2 : . N as well as academic accolades. Her thesis — Assessing Quaker r -
& T S I o T i Values and Character Strengths Among Young Children — won 3rd alr
S\ : 5 2 L e 7 4 lace at the 33rd Annual National Association of Social Workers CT u
' e S SN A (ompensati

Conference.

Each year, Friends Center invites 7-10 interns in social work and early
childhood education to join our dedicated team. For our interns, and res ect
all of our staff, Friends Center is committed to providing professional

development and cultivating a culture of respect and honor — which
makes Friends Center a perfect place for teachers to grow.

experience




“I think early childhood education would bring New Haven together
— allow us to really care for each other through our children —

working for a common purpose.” - New Haven Parent

We agree. We see tremendous potential in the power of early
childhood education, potential for the child, the family, the educator

and the entire community. The possibilities are vast, and so is the
task: to provide opportunities for ideal early learning experiences to
all 15,000 children under the age of 8 in New Haven. FOU

This would require massive adjustments to the way we, as a city, think
about early childhood education, but thanks to a new collaborative
initiative, New Haven Children’s Ideal Learning District (NH ChILD),
we're poised to rally around a common goal that can transform

lives and our community. Created through a partnership of Friends
Center for Children, The Trust for Learning and Bank Street College

Innovation
of Education, NH ChILD is a true collaborative effort, guided by a

dedicated and knowledgeable advisory board, and committed to |eaderShip

elevating all programs that provide ideal learning for New Haven
children and families.

NH ChILD focuses on two pathways: Access, which includes addressing to Ie ra n ce
infrastructure; funding structures; and creating a common application,

and Quality, which promotes family engagement, empowerment and
partnerships; professional learing and quality measures; and degree

e : engage 0 SRt e ik ¢ ke 5 : granting and professionalization of the workforce.

celebration

The impact is clear, the partners are ready and the momentum
ey . Foks ! - i EaPe o VARODREHE is growing. Now, thanks to a substantial donation from the local .

: # o fees A 0 ; RN . il : ; o : foundation, A Stone's Throw, the work can truly blossom. The 0 ortunlt
LAy Communltv oy i g ' o L8 yimng : contribution from A Stone's Throw has supplemented seed money pp

Fil i Y R ) = : A QIR ' provided by The Trust for Learning and Jean and Bill Graustein, and

AL : o P 531 %) ' it P e k in-kind donations from Bank Street College of Education and Friends
' ; x 3 A % 25 Center for Children. We are on our way, and, with a community neighhorhoods
working together, we'll see ideal early learning flourish and make a

difference for all young children in New Haven.




embrace
diversity

Amelie felt apprehensive. She had been attending Friends Center for
more than a year, but this morning she would be walking further down
the hall to a new space, a preschool class where the landscape was
less familiar. Karina, who had transitioned to the same class just weeks
earlier, saw her friend hesitate in the entry. Without a word, Karina took

Amelie’s hand and walked together toward the new door.

Shara showed her excitement. As she diapered a doll in the dramatic
play area, she shared all about the hard work of baby-caring and her
new baby sister at home. Paulo, normally shy with friends, quietly
picked up another doll and placed it in the highchair beside Shara'’s.
“| have a new sister, too,” he offered quietly. Shara smiled and the
pair proceeded to play together, mimicking the different ways their
mamas soothed their infant siblings — one singing a Spanish lullaby
and the other using a cloth to wrap and hold the baby close to her
chest.

At Friends Center, we nurture an intentionally diverse community,
which means cultivating empathy and understanding is essential
for us to thrive. We work to encourage children as they discover
connections and create bonds of understanding. Finding common
ground gives us solid footing to celebrate our differences.

(VS

[
empathy

understanding
folerance

relationships

compassion

self-
awareness
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100%

in all areas!

But what exactly is accreditation?

Accreditation is a comprehensive review and ratings process that
has become the national benchmark of quality in early childhood

education.

NAEYC accreditation is administered by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the world's largest
organization of early childhood professionals. The voluntary process
includes internal self-study and continuous quality improvement. It's
in-depth and intense, so only undertaken every five years. Our last
time around, Friends Center achieved high scores, and this time, the
results were even better. We exceeded 100% in all 10 Early Learning
Program Standards, which are research-based best practices for

young children’s development and learning.

Created with input from experts and educators around the country,

these standards include:

* Promoting positive relationships for all children and adults to
encourage each child'’s sense of individual worth

* |Implementing a curriculum that fosters all areas of child
development: cognitive, emotional, language, physical, and social

* Using developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate
and effective teaching practices
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our donors
help us

OrOW...

Annual Fund
Capital Campaign
Financial Aid

Family Stroll
® Great Give
Mark Kravitz Fund

Karin Patriquin & Angelo Accomando
Rachael & Antonio Aceto @

Leslie & Joe Aceto @

Heidi Adami »

Jim Adami #

Alfresco Landscape & Design @
Latrice Allen-Fraiser

American Floor Service LLC »

Celia Lewis & Michael Anderson e«
Tracey Andrews @

Barbara & Chip Angle @

Jessica Cuni & Tim Applebee #
Janet Bond Arterton

& Christopher Arterton ®

Sigrid & Kellin Atherton =

Stephanie & Craig Bailey »

Nancy & Steve Bailey

Max Bakke

Rkia Lamkhantar & Rachid Bakraoui #
Elizabeth Gribble & Douglas Baldwin e
Sadra Baldwin =

Margaret & John Balint @ (in kind)
Stephanie Barragan @

June Barta @

Helen Bates »

Jennifer Bates »

Barbara Post & Keith Batman @

Jane Beddall ®

Sarah Bernstein @

Madeline Berrios »

Jessica Binns »

Sharelle & Jordan Blatche »
Suzannah Holsenbeck & Rob Blocker «
Ivory & Tevis Blount ®

Mavis Lockwood & Jonathan Borak @
Chrissy Bowman =

Phoebe & James Boyer @

Brewery Square Limited Partnership
Jaime Briceno »

Alison Moncrief-Bromage

& Andrew Bromage =

Virginia Bromage ®

Christy Olezeski & Timothy Brown »
Christian Brownrigg »

Elizabeth Cabraser @

Anne & Guido Calabresi ®

Ella Calcote »

Milagros Camacho

Yusimil Perez & Yariel Carbonell »
Helen & David Carlson @

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP =
Liz Caruso »

Jonatha & Jim Castle @

Leslie & James Chapman #

Cheney & Company »

Maureen Corcoran & Zeno Chicarilli ®
Carolyn & lan Christmann e

June Chula ®

Judy & Stocky Clark e

Rochelle Cobb =

Martin Cobern

Stephanie Fitzgerald & Frank Cochran e e
Anthony Coleman »

John Colton »

Ryan Colton #

Community Foundation for

Greater New Haven »

Connecticut Communications LLC
Connecticut Health Foundation »
Jane Coppock ®

Jim Cretella »

Kimberly Crichton e

Betsy & Dan Crofts @

Tabitha Sookdeo & Richard Crouse @
Jakaya Crump #

Jenny Cruz »

Charles Cullen

The Curran Foundation e

Kathy Kuryla & Francis Dance @

Elisa Dardani »

Cortney & Brian DeCaires =

Valerie Denny

Beth Collea & Jeremiah Dickinson
Connie & Peter Dickinson @
Jennifer DiGioia

Lenore & Robert DiGioia @

Andrea Divine »

Nellie Dixon »

Abigail & Ross Douthat #

Marnie Halsey & Brian Dowling = ®
Amy & Paul Drago @

Sonja Duarte »

Susan & Thomas Duffy @

Anna Zayaruznaya & Yarrow Dunham »
Jill Jaffe Dunsmore & Kent Dunsmore @
Laura & Stephen Durant @

Rachel Dwight

EBP Supply Solutions @

Eder Family Foundation =

Linda Edwards »

Victoria Ekk #

Elite Property Services INC »
LaTanya Elliott »

Lane English @

Shaniel Morales & Noel Estrada »
Jan Walzer & David Etzel ®

J. Morris Evans @

Carolyn & Joe Evans @

Ellen & Peter Evans ®

Tong Faren #

Dawn & Dan Farricielli ®

Marissa & Richard Ferguson @
Lindsay Roman & Salvador Figueroa
Erica & Eric Fine »

Marie & Patrick Fourteau ®

Jacob Fraiser

Carol & Horace French @

Paul Gagnon

Kathleen & Carlos Galo

Xochitt Garcia »

Shelley & Gordon Geballe ®
Katisha Brown & Jamaal Gethers »
Kathleen Giglio »

Laura Goldblum e

Mayerlin & Miguel Gomez

Karen Tomasko & Robert Goodman e
Mary & Jonathan Gorham @

Jean & William Graustein @

Susan Hackett »

Elizabeth & Thomas Halsey ®

Susan & Dale Hardej @«

Patricia Flynn-Harris & John Harris @
Janet Madigan & Robert J. Harrity Jr. @
Kelly Hebrank

Jessica & Bob Herrington e«
Charlotte Hitchcock @

Patricia Wallace & Paul Hodel ®
Sara Holland =

Jessica Holmes »

Diane & Penn Holsenbeck @

Cindy House »

Caitlin Simon & Greg Huber
Victoria & Charles Hunt »

Robert Jaeger ®

Amy & David Jaffe @

Kim Bohen & Douglas James ®
Kaaren Janssen @

Sarah Jenkins @

Miriam & Jeff Jennings @

John Johnson «

Katie Johnston »

Barbara Caporael-Katz & Jerry Katz ®
Yasemin & Osman Kavak =

Sarah & Matt Keaney »

Alysoun Kegel ®

Gretchen & Charles Kingsley ®
Anne & Robert Klee @

Holly Hanau Koncz & David Koncz @
Lauren Korman e

Evan Kravitz ®

Jennifer & Toby Kravitz ®

Wendy Evans Kravitz @ ®

Sarah & Thomas Kwan

Karen Kwass ®

Maria Lamberto ®

Mary Hubbard-Lansing ®

Keith Lawrence e

Rachel Scheinerman & Mordechai Levy-Eichel »
Maureen & Dwight Lopes @#
Maggie Stevens & Victor Lopez #
Tracey Rose & Jim LoPresti @
Vanessa Zapata & Jason Lumpkin #
Delaney & Bruce Lundberg @

Carol & Bob Lyons @

Deena & Bill Mack ®

Katy MacRae »

Martha & Terry Maguire @

Joan & Stuart Margolis ®

Mary & Felix Marquez »

Pam Matocha e

Phyllis McDowell ®

Chad McKenzie »

Charlie McKenzie »

Jennifer & Michael McMiff ®

Alan Melville

Susan Fox & Greg Melville ®
Joanna & Spencer Meyer « @

Amy Migliore »

Sharon & Daniel Milikowsky @
Georgia Miller »

Linda Miller ®

Loida Paragas-Miller & Scott Miller »
Donald Millerbernd e

Avrie & Mark Mobley @

Anna Schuerimann & Nicolas Mongiardino @
Mary Ann Moran @

Mary Lee Morrison @

Connie Baxter & Greg Moschetti ®
John Mouland #

Mary Mulbah »

Bonnie Muller @

Carole Murgo #

Brian Murphy »

Charlotte & John Murphy
Carolyn Milazzo & Stephen Murphy Jr. @
Neyla Naranjo »

Dailyn Rodriguez & Jose Nava @
Joan & David Nee @

Netter Foundation, Inc. @

New Haven Investment Fund, LLC @
David Newton @

NHR Group @
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grow

Annual Fund
Capital Campaign
Financial Aid

@ Family Stroll

® Great Give
Mark Kravitz Fund

Brenda & Jack Nixon ®

Lindsey Kravitz & Eric Olson @
Sally & Dill Otis »

Kara & Jesse Otis »

Leslie Judd-Paier & Raymond Paier ®
Nilla Palmer @

Caroline Park @

Robert Patnode »

Rebecca Paugh

Pepe Family Fund e

Laura & Frank Perrine ®

Barbara Wareck & Charles Perrow e
Petra Construction Corp. »

Jean & Ralph Phillips @

Trudy & Michael Piscitelli ®

Janet Polasky @

Carol & Alan Pollack @

Manosha Pollard @

Marlyn Pollard »

Summer Poole

Miguelina Cuevas-Post & Kenneth Post ®
Tracy & Dan Powell ®

Melissa Pucci

Margaret Ann Judd & Bennett Pudlin ®
Rose & Nathan Pudlin «

Hannah Purdy »

Frances & William Purkert ®
Thayer Quoos @~ @

Ellen Shuman & Douglas Rae ®
Jennifer Kravitz & Erik Remsen @
Yesenia Resto @

Robert Reuter @

Katy Kessler-Rinck & Jesse Rinck »
Maryellen Fullerton & Thomas Roberts @
Dalia Roman »

Carmen Rosado »

Yasmin Melendez-Rosario

& Eliezer Rosario #

Sandra Ruoff @

Robert Sandine @

Nickie & Michael Sargeant »
Theresa Saxton-Fox @

Oscar Sayan »

Debra & Ted Schaffer @

Anne Schenck ®

Allyn Schiavone

Allyx Schiavone @

Josie Schiavone

Judith A. Schiff @

Inger & Robert Schoelkopf @
Melanie Shephard »

Amelia Sherwood »

Sandra & Louis Silva ®

Linda Masci & David Simler ®

Erika Simonian

Tameka & Glenn Sims »
Margaret Ann Singer ®

Sherneil Varrin & Alex Smalls »
Amos Smith

SNAVE Foundation @

Marci Shore & Timothy Snyder @
Phoebe C. Boyer & Todd Snyder ®
Mary Sorsor @

Niyonu Spann @

Njeri Thande & Jason Stanley » @
Barbara & Leonard Stern @
Maggie Stevens

Raymond Stimson #

Kara & Teo Straun @

Superior Autobody Inc. »

Juliana Swan

Melissa Talhelm =

Tina Post & Mark Temelko

Anne Rhodes & Carl Testa »
Irene Testa »

Paul Tines @

TM Byxbee Inc. @

Elisabeth Becker & Ufuk Topkara »
Jacquelyn Townes @

Trust for Learning

TYCO Print+Promo ®

Universal Health Care Foundation
of Connecticut Inc ®

Monica & Fahd Vahidy e

Sandra Vasquez #

Brenda & Henry Villegas ®

Jorge Villegas =

Diane Visconti @

Dawn & Scott Walsh e

Rachel & John Wareck ®

Jeffica Watts »

Webster Bank «

Emily Aber & Robert Wechsler @
Monica Whelan »

Richard Whinfield ®

Kathryn Frund & Steve Whinfield #
Elizabeth & James Whitney ®
Wiggin & Dana LLP »

Julie Wolf »

Kristen & Scot Wrocklage @«
Rashele & OrlLando Yarborough Il @
lain York ®

Jennifer & Mark Youngblood «
Peggy Youngblood =

Joan & Carl Youngman @

Laura Lytton & Richard Zelisko e
Anonymous (9)

[ Legacy of Learning

Friends Center invites supporters
to make a provision in their wills,
trusts or retirement plans to ensure
the wellbeing of Friends Center
for Children in perpetuity. We
encourage you to look ahead to
what your generous philanthropy
can/will do to provide the highest
quality early childhood education
for New Haven's most vulnerable
and promising young citizens.
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Your gifts
help us

grow

FY 2018 Financial Statement

Gontributions

@® Mark R. Kravitz Fund
@® Foundations

® |ndividuals

® Corporations

Total

$14,175
$38,500

$ 160,975
$5,529

$ 219,179

Revenue

@ Caredkids
® New Haven Day Care
© School Readiness
Total Government Grants
® Contributions
@ Tuition

® Grants

Total

$127,762

$ 247,801

$ 334,647
$710,210
$ 219,179
$611,021

$ 1,540,410

LXDENSES

® Salaries and Benefits $1,211,210
@ Other Operating Expenses $ 444,746
Total $ 1,657,956
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Doard of Directors

Joe Aceto
General Counsel
Luciani Enterprises LLC

Barbara Angle

Former Assistant Director
West Side Montessori School
Founding Trustee, Early Steps

Ivory Blount
RN, Clinical Program Manager
Yale New Haven Hospital

Connie Dickinson
Retired
Past principal of DickinsonGroup

Kathleen Galo

Program Coordinator
International Security Studies,
Yale University

Marnie Kling Halsey
Former Director of Advancement
Hopkins and Fessenden Schools

Robert J. Harrity, Jr
Professor of Finance
Fairfield University

Jessica Herrington
Criminal Investigator
U.S. Department of Defense

Miriam Jennings

Physician

Pediatric Medicine of Wallingford
St. Mary's Wound Care Center

Joanna Meyer

Research Associate,

Yale School of Medicine

Co-director,

Partnership for Early Education Research

Caroline Park
Attorney
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Tina Post **

PhD Candidate

in African and American Studies
Yale University

Allyx Schiavone
Executive Director
Friends Center for Children

Louis Silva
Vice President
Community Investment Corporation

Steve Whinfield*
Senior Account Manager
Signature Brand Factory

Scot Wrocklage
Software Engineer
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation

Orlando Yarborough, lil

Leadership Coach and Strategist,

The Well Company

Delegate-At-Large,

Association of Yale Alumni

Fellow, Community Leadership Program,
William Graustein Foundation

Emeritus

Michael Anderson®
Wendy Kravitz*
Linda Miller®

Greg Moschetti*

*New Haven Friends Meeting
** Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting, New York

Quaker Advisory Council

Michael Anderson
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Connie Baxter
Member, West Brattleboro (VT) Quaker Worship Group

James Clay

Board Member, Friends Council on Education

Beth Collea
Member, Wellesley Friends Meeting

Jane Coppock
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting;
Board Member, Friends Center for Children

Joe Evans
Member, Newtown Friends Meeting; Germantown Friends School Board,
Past Board, FCE, Trustee of the Anna T. Jeanes Foundation

Wendy Kravitz
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Jerry Leaphart
Member, Wilton Friends Meeting; Past Board Connecticut Friends School;
Clerk of New York Yearly Meeting, Development Committee

Greg Melville
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Linda Miller
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Mary Lee Morrison
Member, Hartford Friends Meeting

Greg Moschetti
Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Friends Center for Children;
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting

Ronald Netter
Member, New Haven Friends Meeting; Volunteer, Alternative to Violence
Program (AVP) and Prisoner Visitation Services (PVS)

Allyx Schiavone
Director, Friends Center for Children

Drew Smith
Director, Friends Council on Education

Michael F. Wajda
Member, Goshen Friends Meeting

Quaker Advisory Councll

“Central to the mission of Friends education is the
expectation that Friends Schools will provide an
academically sound education in a values-centered
learning environment that is rooted in the faith and
practice of Quakerism” (Cary)

The Quaker Advisory Council is a group of Quaker leaders
who recognize the positive impact that a quality, early
childhood experience can have on a child's future and

are committed to addressing the need for high-quality
Quaker early childhood education. Members of the
Quaker Advisory Council act as advisors to Friends Center
about aspects unique to Friends Schools. As ambassadors
and advocates they provide connections to individuals
and institutions, opportunities for collaboration, and
access to funding. The Quaker Advisory Council serves
the critical function of expanding Friends Center’s impact
and presence in the Quaker community.

Professional Advisory Councll

“It is imperative to change the way we look at
education. We should invest in the foundation of
school readiness from birth to age 5... The longer
society waits to intervene in the life cycle of a
disadvantaged child, the more costly it is to remediate
disadvantage.” (James Heckman)

The Professional Advisory Council is a group of
individuals with professional expertise in early childhood
education, child development, literacy, parent
engagement, teacher development, environmental
curriculum, or other fields that impact Friends Center's
work. Members are committed to helping Friends
Center develop programs, establish relationships and
research best practices related to providing high-quality
early childhood education to a diverse community in an
urban setting. Professional Council members serve as
resources, advocates and advisors.
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