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Friends Center for Children

I am invigorated by Friends Center for Children’s commitment to encourage and listen to all voices 
in the spirit of equality. A culture of respect for each and every individual is embedded in the way 
teachers work with the children; how children learn to listen to one another whether in play, conflict 
or learning; when staff and parents interact; and how decisions are made around the board table. 
When voices are drawn out and carefully heard, trust is created, community deepens, individuals 
are empowered, and creative new pathways evolve.

- Wendy Kravitz
Emeritus Board Member
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As a parent of both an active and alumni student of  Friends Center, I witness firsthand what a tremendous 
benefit this program has for its students, teachers, and the greater community. As a member of the 
Board, I am continually impressed and energized by the Quaker decision-making process that guides 
our deliberations and ensures that all voices are expressed, heard, and valued. Truly, trust and mutual 
respect are at the heart of the Friends Center community.

Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of the New Haven Monthly Meeting, individuals, corporations 
and foundations, as well as the State of Connecticut, our ambitious Capital Campaign goal of $4.425 
million was realized in December 2015, five years after the launch of the campaign!  Such a tremendous 
achievement could not have happened without the leadership, vision, and conviction of our campaign 
chairs: Wendy Kravitz and Greg Melville. 

During this past fiscal year (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016), Friends Center for Children received a total of 
$391,000 in generous gifts towards both annual expenses and to close the Campaign. We are profoundly 
grateful to so many members of this community. We applaud our Director, Allyx Schiavone, for her 
inspired leadership, unyielding determination, and strong voice in championing ALL children and for her 
nurturing guidance to talented, committed, and aspiring teachers who provide such warm and positive 
learning experiences for all 86 children enrolled.

Finally, I extend my deepest appreciation to our hard-working, hands-on Board and to all volunteers 
and contributors; we invite your continued engagement as we strive to impact even more children and 
families in our region.

“
“

Scot Wrocklage
Board Clerk

This year we completed our Capital Campaign. These funds not only supported construction of a brand 
new child-friendly facility, but they also accelerated many aspects of our program — including broad 
implementation of our ACEs Program (Adverse Childhood Experiences); collaboration with the Yale Center 
for Emotional Intelligence (serving as a pilot for this young age group); generation of our unique curriculum 
(ages 0-5 years); and extensive professional development and educational advancement for teachers.

We also spent the past year pondering the concept of reflection. Using our inquiry-based approach to 
learning, we began by asking: What does reflection mean? We found that in order to be self-reflective, 
we had to have both self-awareness and implicit trust, both of which require intentionality and time. 
We came together and built upon our collective foundations. These combined efforts allowed us to 
ease into a safe and secure space. It is at this moment where our culture of reflection truly emerged 
and we became more unified, connected and dedicated.

As we move forward, we have decided to submerge ourselves into explorations of culture, race, gender, 
socio-economic status, power and privilege. We will study our inherent lenses — the ways in which we 
see others — and how these lenses impact our behaviors.

We proceed with clarity of intent. A continued journey to reinforce our culture of reflection. An 
exploration to honor our mission: educate children, empower families, inspire teachers, engage 
community, embrace diversity.

I remain grateful for the combined efforts of the Friends Center community. Children, families, teachers, 
board members, donors and supporters coming together to create a place for one another to thrive. 
Thank you for lending your “voice” to our work — without you we would not be heard.

 

Allyx Schiavone
Director

Our DirectorOur Board Clerk
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friends center for
children

When I walk into Friends Center, I feel inspired. This is a real community where 
children, staff, and parents have the same core values. The space radiates with 
warmth, trust and rigor: parents interacting with teachers, and children loving 
learning. It comes as no surprise that RULER — our center’s approach to social 
and emotional learning — has become part of the immune system of this amazing 
learning community. I couldn’t be prouder of Friends Center for Children.

- Marc Brackett
Director, Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence
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Our Values“
“

friends center for children

At a preschool morning meeting the teacher poses the question, 
“What does Community mean to you?” Children respond quickly 
with their ideas: “Family,” “Friends Center,” “Feeing loved,” 
“Neighbors,” “Mommy,” “Going for walks around the school,” 
“Getting mail from my cousin,” “When people helped me when 
my daddy got sick,” “Driving to school with friends,” “The bus 
driver”… the teacher makes a list of the classroom’s ideas and the 
group decides to hang it up on the wall to revisit throughout the 
year.

Community is one of the six Quaker principles — equality, peace, 
community, simplicity, truth and stewardship — that drives our 
days and discussions. We champion these concepts and integrate 
them into all aspects of our program and curriculum — from the 
“simple” toys and materials we use in the classrooms, to having 
children “steward” the plants in our rooftop garden; from the 
“peaceful” pauses in our schedules and activities to championing 
“equality” through equal access to high-quality early childhood 
education to our dedication of our true selves by focusing on 
individual “integrity.”

We believe in the values set forth by and founded upon Quaker 
principles: equality, peace, community, simplicity, truth and stewardship. 
We believe these values to be an integral part of our daily lives; they are 
universal and steadfast, fortifying the human spirit and improving the 
human condition.

As a values-based program, Friends Center for Children strives to 
maintain best practices in early childhood education; nurturing the 
whole child and bringing together curriculum, teachers, parents and the 
larger community within a supportive, inspirational environment.

We welcome and encourage the uniqueness of each individual who 
passes through our doors; they give depth to our program and broaden 
our reach. We seek to have a positive impact on the crucial issues of 
early childhood education that is lasting and far-reaching. Through 
demonstrating our commitment to every child’s potential, we are 
dedicated to affirming the Quaker principles upon which we are founded.

Using a collaborative approach, we envision a time when all children are 
well-equipped to succeed and a culture that fosters acceptance of our 
common humanity.

Our Values Statement



friends center for children

Friends Council nurtures the spiritual life of Friends’ schools, 
strengthens the connections between the schools, and promotes 
Friends’ education through providing consulting services, 
professional development seminars, literature to support Quaker 
testimonies in school life, and peer network meetings across 
schools.

Friends Council on Education

NAEYC Accreditation of Programs for Young Children seeks to 
enhance children’s well-being and early learning by improving the 
quality of early childhood programs serving children from birth 
through kindergarten. The NAEYC Academy For Early Childhood 
Program Accreditation sets and monitors standards for high 
quality programs for young children and accredits programs that 
meet these standards — the mark of quality in early childhood 
education.

National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC)

Percentage of NAEYC Met Criteria By Program Standard

1. Relationships 
2. Curriculum 
3. Teaching 
4. Assessment
5. Health 
6. Teachers 
7. Families 
8. Community Relationships 
9. Physical Environment 
10. Leadership and Management 

100%
100%
100%
100%
100+%
100+%
100+%
100+%
100%
100+%

Infant/Toddler
Preschool

 99%
100%

Percentage of Met Criteria For Each Classroom Observed

Our Accreditation“
 9

“
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educate
children

Friends Center for Children, led by one of our alumni, Allyx Schiavone, has 
established itself as a model of best-practice in high-equality early childhood 
education. The strength of Friends Center is not only in their pedagogy and 
curriculum but  also in their commitment to relationships. Child-centered 
education comes alive at Friends Center in ways that should inspire us to redouble 
our efforts to ensure this kind of learning is available to all children. 

- Shael Polakow-Suransky
President, Bank Street College of Education
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Arrival/ Morning Free Play
Explore leaves, crayons and 
construction paper.

8:00 - 8:30

8:45 - 9:15 Snack

9:30 - 9:45 Hand washing/ Potty Tries

Read: Autumn Leaves
Discuss: Autumn leaves. Do any of these 
look like the leaves outside?
Learn/Review: Leaves and the trees that 
they belong to. (LANG, COG)

9:45 - 10:00 Morning Meeting

10:00 - 10:30
Create leaf rubbings using leaves and 
large crayons. (CRE, PHY)
Explore leaves in the sensory table. 
(COG, SCI, PHY)
Explore unit blocks, tree blocks and 
natural items in the blocks 

Group Activities and Play

10:30 - 11:15
Let’s discover how many different kinds 
of leaves there are on the playground. 
(PHY, COG)

Outdoor Play and Activities

11:30 - 12:00 Lunch

12:30 - 2:45 Nap / Rest

3:00 - 3:15 Snack

Teacher Insights
During Day 4 we will take a 
closer look at individual leaves 
of different varieties. 

A more in-depth look at indi-
vidual leaves can support chil-
dren in developing a sense of 
what they will want to learn 
about leaves in the future. 

Teachers can encourage curi-
osity and wonder by introduc-
ing children to different types 
of leaves. 

We can explore different 
leaves that exist around us and 
also explore different types of 
leaves that exist in general. 

By refining our focus back 
down to leaves we can refocus 
our concentration on the origi-
nal event and allow children 
to expand their thoughts and 
questioning concerning the 
different parts of a leaf.

DAY 4   WEEK 2 

11:15 - 11:30 Music and Movement
Learn and sing, “Ten Little Leaves” song 
and fingerplay.  (CRE, PHY)

12:00 - 12:30 Diaper Changes/ Potty Tries

2:45 - 3:00 Diaper Changes/ Potty Tries

3:35 - 5:00 Outdoor Play Activities
Work together to find different types of 
leaves during our leaf scavenger hunt.
(COG, LANG, PHY)

8:30 - 8:45 Morning Potty Tries

Three books. More than 500 pages. Sample Schedules. Teacher 
Insights. Recommended Materials. Data Collection Forms. Detailed 
how-to content. Information for Further Learning.

Friends Center has embarked on a curriculum project to create a 
comprehensive framework of our educational approach and best 
practices in early childhood education. Not only will the curriculum 
serve as a key document for our own program and staff, but it 
also provides an important tool to disseminate resources to other 
educators; and a blueprint for eventual replication with another 
center in New Haven.

Book One addresses the tone, culture and climate of the education 
experiences, emphasizing the creation of a safe, nurturing and 
peaceful atmosphere that encourages exploration and offers 
a wide range of possibilities for rich, meaningful play. The book 
includes the integration of the Quaker values — peace, simplicity, 
truth, equality, community and stewardship — which are a key 
component of our work, as well as partnerships with families.

Book Two provides the teacher portion of the curriculum — with 
a five-week, day-by-day exploration of schedule and activities, 

for  infants, toddlers and preschoolers, where flexible routines 
alternate between periods of active and quiet play, and individual 
and group experiences. The book includes recommended reading, 
materials and themes, and the significance that classroom layout 
and design, as well as type and presentation of materials used, has 
on mood and learning productivity.

Book Three focuses on responding to adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs) and the impact of toxic stress, such as 
household dysfunction or abuse, which greatly impact a child’s 
ability to learn and succeed later in life. Knowing that social and 
emotional stability makes the acquisition of academic knowledge 
and skills possible, this book outlines our intentional approach to 
addressing these issues, including a stressor check-list and data 
collection tools, a full-time program social worker, proactively 
building trusting relationships with parents, and the importance 
of community partnerships for additional family resources. 

“
Our Curriculum

educate children  13
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empower
families

As a new parent there are times that I felt lost, confused, and helpless. The support of the Friends 
Center’s Adverse Childhood Experience Program has been a blessing in dealing with these moments of 
uncertainty. I strive to provide the best environment and emotional support I can for my child. Bonnie, 
the Emotional Well-Being Coordinator,  has empowered me to be my best self and have confidence 
in my parenting skills, especially in times that are more difficult to navigate with my child. Whether it 
be helping my child say goodbye in the morning or giving me advice on behaviors at home, Bonnie’s 
wisdom, and Friends Center’s support in helping her disperse it, have gone a long way in empowering 
me to solidify my relationship with my child and create a self-awareness I would otherwise not have had.

- Kathy
  Friends Center parent



Adverse Childhood Experiences Programempower families

“
“ She sits cross-legged on the floor, crayons in hand, creating “social 

stories” that help children bring their feelings and experiences to 
the surface of page and understanding; she visits a family’s home, 
talking over tea or coffee about the parents’ concerns and helping 
them reset patterns or connect with services; she brings smiles to 
the hallways and classrooms, checking in with children, families 
and teachers every morning and making herself available for 
support as needed.

Although by license a clinical social worker, at Friends Center we call 
her the Emotional Well-Being Coordinator, as her role supports the 
well-being of all children, families and educators, especially those 
undergoing any form of adverse childhood experiences or toxic stress. 
As defined by the Center for Disease Control, adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs) range from household dysfunction to abuse. 
These childhood experiences negatively impact a child’s social and 
emotional stability, hindering their ability to acquire the academic 
knowledge and skills needed to succeed in school and later in life.

Based on the prevalence of ACEs and their devastating effects, 
Friends Center created an Adverse Childhood Experiences 

Program. Through the program, Friends Center assesses whether 
a child is experiencing toxic stress that is interfering with his/
her ability to learn. The program empowers teachers to identify 
and respond to trauma through developmentally-appropriate 
practices that foster learning, and helps parents recognize signs of 
trauma, address its root causes, and find family support services 
as necessary. Most importantly, we work directly with the children 
experiencing ACEs on a daily basis to support their emotional, 
social, physical and intellectual needs so that they feel secure, 
loved and ready to learn. 

FCfC’s Adverse Childhood Experiences Program is generously 
supported by the Mark R. Kravitz Fund — which honors a devoted 
husband, father and friend, as well as a respected lawyer, jurist and 
teacher. The MRK fund continues Mark’s passion, commitment 
and dedication to families, education and mentoring by supporting 
the ACEs, internship and parent workshop programs at the Center.

Our ACEs Program

empower families  17
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inspire
teachers

Inspiration. The word itself has so much depth, and its meaning can reach out and empower those 
who need it most. As an educator I aspire to inspire those around me, yet I often find that I need 
creative motivation myself. Friends Center for Children, both as a space and a community, allows for an 
environment where inspiration thrives.

Each classroom is ever-changing with the new ideas that flow through them, mirroring the ever-changing 
minds of the children within them. There is also tremendous value in the different ways that teachers and 
staff approach everyday challenges, obstacles, and learning opportunities. This inspires my own thoughts 
and ideas, while also fortifying the community of which I am so proud to be a part.

- Lauren 
  Friends Center teacher



“I can see you with my eyes. I can touch you with my hands. I can 
feel you in my heart. I can hold you in my heart. When I can’t see 
you anymore. When I can’t touch you anymore. I will feel you in 
my heart. I will keep you in my heart.”

This original song — written by a member of FCfC community 
— echoes often in our classrooms: the melody sung, shared or 
hummed by teachers, parents and children, while the lyrics’ 
meaning is lived out through the connections being nourished 
and created.

Called “Presence Now and Then,” this simple song elucidates the 
enduring impact of shared connections, community and presence, 
an impact that motivates our educators as they serve the 
children and families in their care. In the classroom, our teachers 
demonstrate their devotion by learning about the children’s 
specific interests and incorporating them into stimulating learning 
experiences. 

Friends Center teachers also carry this passion into their personal 
lives, many serving as advocates for children and families 

this

“
“ Our Motivations

throughout the city by acting as members of coalitions, boards 
and alliances. They use their individual voices to promote equality 
in early childhood settings.

This commitment to internal and external work was the impetus 
behind the recording of our song “Presence Now and Then.” At a 
time of great strife and devastation, including community losses 
and global tragedies, Friends Center educators were moved to 
action. We believe we have the power to create opportunities for 
connectedness, which for us is the antidote for fear, loneliness 
and despair.

inspire teachers  21

Please view our melody — our 
collective voices — on our website: 
www.FriendsCenterforChildren.org.
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engage
community

The Friends Center is an utterly amazing place, where children and families are cared for and nurtured 
in a way I wish all of our children and families could experience. Upon stepping inside one can feel the 
thoughtfulness and caring that goes into every aspect of the center, from design and decor to staff 
interactions to the way the teachers address every child with the attention and respect they deserve and 
need. I have never seen an early care and education environment that was so healthy for its children, 
families as well as its teachers and staff. Perhaps this is part of the secret ingredients of Friends Center —  
that it does such a great job caring for those who care for our children. What an amazing testament to 
the ethos of this magical place, inhabited by citizens whose caring knows no bounds.

- Dr. Walter Gilliam 
Director, The Edward Zigler Center in 
Child Development and Social Policy 



Bank Street ChILD

The sounds of a different dialect float through the hallway as 
members of a Chinese delegation spend the day observing our 
program. Children stop and listen to the voices with great interest 
as unfamiliar language reverberates around the classroom. Facial 
expressions and hand gestures find commonalities — a wave, a 
hug, a smile ‘speaks’ in lieu of a shared language.

Our Chinese visitors come to us through our partnership with 
the The Yale Edward Zigler Center in Child Development and 
Social Policy. Our transatlantic guests are just one of the many 
groups that flow through our program each year. We believe in 
partnerships both near and far. We host visitors from  Italy and 
down the street. Our goal is to bring organizations together to 
support the developing needs of the children and families in our 
program.

Whether it is through our local connections with Read to Grow, 
which provides books for families in our program, or our internship 
program with Gateway Community College or our professional 
development series with the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence, 

Our Partnerships

“
“

engage community

we find partnerships that make our community stronger and allow 
us to better serve the children under our care.

Our intentional outreach presents itself in varying forms of 
impact. Educators travel to our program to learn more about our 
philosophy, parents from our community gather with parents 
from our neighborhood to learn collectively, municipalities visit 
to inquire about our sliding scale or our commitment to racial 
diversity and we partner with local and national advocacy groups 
to work collectively on access, equity and social justice issues.
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embrace
diversity

Friends Center for Children bears witness to the power of children, families 
and community — a culture where respect and equity are commonplace. FCfC 
continues to press the claims of justice, while serving as a model of courage within 
the sphere of education. 

- Erik Clemons
  President and CEO, ConnCAT



They study the mirror, carefully observing their faces. A special 
selection of art materials — crayons and pencils in an array of 
tones for flesh and eyes and hair — allows them to express their 
self-reflections literally or with creative flare. One girl states “I 
need black for my eyes;” another boy chooses red for his irises, 
describing himself as a dragon. Another preschooler — one who 
regularly visits the self-portrait station and creates rather detailed 
likenesses — at times will draw himself with tiny arms, explaining 
with simple certainity, “because I am a t-rex today.”

In addition to observing self, the portrait stations are one way 
that the children at Friends Center become more curious about 
each other — making correlations of physical similarities and 
expressing curiosity about the differences. This curiosity becomes 
the foundation for learning about others and our relationship with 
self and others.

Throughout our program we focus on these relationships, we 
challenge each other and members of the surrounding community 
to consider the lens through which we see the world. We ask 
educators to be self-aware, to think about past experiences 

Our Lenses

“
“

embrace diversity  29

that shape our view of the children and families we serve. We 
encourage members of our program to examine implicit bias, in 
order to become their best selves possible, so that young children 
of all colors may thrive.  

At the core of our commitment to diversity and relationships 
is a clear dedication to our vision and mission. While we adapt 
and adjust our programmatic elements to best fit the needs of 
the child, the family and/or the educator, our overall mission 
is unwavering. This allows people of diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds, varying cultures or life-experiences, and different 
races to share unity around a common theme. By proactively 
embracing diversity, we can celebrate individuality while creating 
and maintaining an overarching culture of connection through 
our common mission:educate children, empower families, inspire 
teachers, engage community, embrace diversity.
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Jan Walzer & David Etzel  •
Carolyn & Joseph Evans  •
Ellen & Peter Evans  •
J. Morris Evans  •
Jane & Walter Evans  ••
Dawn & Daniel Farricielli  •
Marissa & Richard Ferguson  •
Barbara Pearce & Norm Flemming  •
Katherine Flores  ••
Nancy Fontanez  •
The Foote School   •
Carl Forlano  •
Marie & Patrick Fourteau  •
Dolores Galicia  •
Kathleen & Carlos Galo •••
Meredith Beaton & Joshua Gay  •
Shelley & Gordon Geballe  •
Miika Fukuwa & Chris Gentry  •
Samuel Gerritz  •
Katisha Brown & Jamaal Gethers  •
Emilio Giano  •
Kathleen Giglio  ••
Stella & Anthony Giglio  • 
Kerri Gilmore  •

Leslie & Joseph Aceto  •••    
All Nations Christian Academy  •
Latrice Allen-Frasier  •   
Celia Lewis & Michael Anderson  ••  
Barbara & Chip Angle  •••    
Rosa Arteaga •
Janet & Christopher Arterton  •
Sigrid & Kellin Atherton  •  
Lynn Aubin  •
Kathryn and Charles Avison – 
Miriam Avison Charitable Fund   •
Angela Bailey •
Steve Bailey  •
Rkia Lamkhantar & Rachid Bakraoui  •
Elizabeth Gribble & Doug Baldwin  ••
Sadie Baldwin  •
Margaret & John Balint  •
Lydia Bashan  •
Liliam Bautista  •
Ruth & Tom Beardsley  •
Peter Bellacicco  •
Jaclyn Binns  •
Alan Blake  •
Anika Bonaparte  •
Michelle Bonaparte  •
Sarah & Andy Boone  •
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Marianne & Henry Godfrey  •
Laura Goldblum  ••
Mayerlin & Miguel Gomez  •
Elizabeth Gonzalez  •
Viviana Gonzalez  •
Ruthie Goodley  •
Mary & Jonathan Gorham  •
Grampie’s Charities  •
Mary Farnsworth & Dominick Grant  •
Vanessa Grant  •
Jean & Bill Graustein  ••
William Casper Graustein Memorial Fund  •
Ann Greene  •
Abbe Smith & Daniel Griffiths  •
Marcia Guddemi  •
Elizabeth & Thomas Halsey  ••
David Hamson  •
Susan Hardej & Dale Harney ••
Janet Madigan & Robert J. Harrity, Jr. •
Sarah & John Healey  •••
Sarah & Duke Heath  •
Kelly Hebrank  •
Jessica & Bob Herrington  •
Deeva Carter & Raquel Hill  •
Charlotte Hitchcock  •
Patricia Wallace & Paul Hodel  •

Cathryn Holinger  ••
John Howieson  •
Victoria & Charles Hunt  •
Alison & Christopher Illick  •
Cindy Kissin & John Jacobson  •
Amy & David Jaffe  •
Cory James  •
Kaaren Janssen  ••
Miriam and Jeff Jennings  •
Koneisha Johnson  •
Terrance & Anne Jones  •
Barbara & Jerry Katz  •
Sarah Baird & Benjamin Kerman  •
Caitlin & Joseph Ketner  •
Susan & Thomas King  •
Jim Kingsbury  •
Gretchen & Charles Kingsley  •
Anne & Robert Klee  •
Elise Knapp  ••
John Koeltl  •
Holly & David Koncz  •
Jennifer & Toby Kravitz  •
Wendy Kravitz  ••
Sarah & Thomas Kwan  ••
Anne Hartjen & Larry Laconi  •
Maria Lamberto  •



Abigail Lamphier  •
Vesla Weaver & Christopher Lebron  •
Hannah & James Leckman  •
Barbara & Frederick Leone  •
Ellen & Martin Looney  •
Maggie Stevens & Victor Lopez  •
Lidia LoPresto  •
Ruthdalyz Rivera & Gilberto Luciano  •
Vanessa Zapata & Jason Lumpkin  •
Delaney & Bruce Lundberg  •
Catherine MacRae  ••••
Doug MacRae  •
Martha & Terry Maguire  •
Yolanda Malave  •
Richard Mammana  •
Liza Goldman-Huertas & Stefan Mansourian  •
Joan & Stuart Margolis  •
Ian McConnell  •
Sharon Anderson & Ian McGinley  •
Charles McKenzie  •
Marnie McLaughlin  •
Carol & Lanning Melville  •
Kristin & Lilyan Mendoza  •
Joanna & Spencer Meyer  •
Peggy & Don Mick  •••
Amy Migliore  •

Sharon & Daniel Milikowsky  •
Becca Miller  •
Linda Miller  •••
Arie & Mike Mobley  •
Eileen & William Moncrief  •
Linda & Angelo Montone  •
Lynne & John Morgan  •
Connie Baxter & Greg Moschetti  •
Robin & Andrew Moschetti  •
Alayne & Robert Mouradian  •••
Matthew Mouradian  •
Nicholas Mouradian  •
Bonnie Muller  •••••
Caroline & Scott Muller  •
Douglas Muller  •
Charlotte & Charles Murphy  ••
Lisa Muscillo  •
Tiffany & Matthew Nankin  ••
Joan & David Nee  •
Sheena Nelson  •
Eugenia Nelson-Dilg  •
Ron Netter  •
Susan Netter  •
New Haven Festivals Inc.  •
David Newton  ••
Daphnee Nicolas  •

Ian Oliver  •
Zenaida Ortega  •
Kara Otis  •
Caroline Park  ••
Elizabeth & Dana Parmelee  •
Parrett, Porto, Parese & Colwell, P.C.  •
Paul Pasquaretta  •
Holly & Ken Paul  •
Teresa Peniston  •
Mary Pepe  •
Geraldine Pepin  •
Vivian Perez  •
Yusimil Perez  •
Barbara Warreck & Charles Perrow  •
Kristen & Christopher Pike  •
Trudy & Michael Piscitelli  •
Mickie Cuevas-Post & Kenneth Post  •
Tracy & Daniel Powell  •
Margaret Judd & Bennett Pudlin  •
David Purkert  •
Frances & William Purkert  •
Thayer Quoos  •
D. Ellen Shuman & Douglas Rae  •
Jennifer Kravitz & Erik Remsen  •
Nancy & Ken Remsen  •
Michelle Reyes  •

Anne Rodems  •
Susan Rosario  •
Carol & Stephen Ross  •
Kevin Rothrock  •
Orville Ruiz  •
Sandra Ruoff  •
S&S Worldwide  •
Laura Salinas  •
Maria Sanchez  •
Robert Sandine  •
Christin & Ben Sandweiss  ••
Victoria Sansing  •
Robin Sauerteig  ••
Dana & Sam Schaffer  •
Allyx Schiavone  ••
Emily Grosshuesch & Suri Schlabs  •
Amelia Sherwood  •
Noelle Shipley  •
Linda Masci & David Simler  ••
Margaret Singer  •
Xiao Situ  •
Erma & Bruce Slager  •
Mary Elizabeth Smith  •
Marci Shore & Timothy Snyder  •
Brenda Carter & Adam Solomon  ••
Virginia Sharene & Friday Solomon  •
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John Wagner  •
Wendy & Rex Walden  •
Dawn & Scott Walsh  •
Maureen & Francis X. Walsh, MD  •
Karen Dubois-Walton & Kevin Walton  •
Wareck D’Ostilio Real Estate LLC  • 
Wareck Real Estate LLC   •
Angela Watson  •
Linda & Jeffrey Weber  •
Webster Bank  •
Wendy Read Wells  •
Kathryn Frund & Steve Whinfield  •
Elizabeth & Jim Whitney  •
Willa Williams & Christopher Widmer  •
Cassandra Irrizary & Daniel Wiggins  •
Jeri Williams  •
Kayla Williams  •
Mary Lou & Edward Winnick  •
Barbara & Richard Wolfer  •
Kristen & Scot Wrocklage  •••
Rashele & OrLando Yarborough  •••
Iain York  •
Jennifer & Mark Youngblood  ••
Peggy & Ronnie Youngblood  •
Joan & Carl Youngman  •
Patricia & John Zandy  •
Anonymous (2)  •

Mary Sorsor  •
Southern Connecticut State University  •
Matthew Specter  •
Elisabeth Spitz  •
Barbara & Leonard Stern  •
Karissa & Frederick Stolzman  •
Kara & Teo-Carlos Straun  •
Dawn & John Sturgeon  •
June & Alan Sturtz  •
Lauren Sturtz  •
Peggy & Jeff Sutton  •
Barbara Muzio & Patricia Taylor  •
Patricia & Neal Taylor  ••
Aja Taylor-Rasheed  •
Tina Post & Mark Temelko  ••
Anne Rhodes & Carl Testa  •
T.M. Byxbee Company  •
Shauna & Colin Tominey  ••
Nick Torres  •
Michelle Tullo  •
Richard Tullo  •
Tyco Printing  • 
Nnedinma Umeugo-London  •
United Way of Greater New Haven  •
Mary Lee Morrison & William Upholt  •
Monica & Fahd Vahidy  •
Karen Pritzker & Michael Vlock  ••

“
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Capital gifts

State of Connecticut
Mark R. Kravitz Fund
Foundations
Individuals 
Corporations

Total

$ 2,190,500 
$ 111,225
$ 611,000

$ 1,241,900
  $ 3,000

 
$ 4,157,625

$ 66,000 
$ 8,000

$ 60,000
$ 91,000

------  
 

 $ 225,000

FY 2016 FY11 - FY16

  Care4kids
  New Haven Day Care 
 School Readiness
Total Government Grants
Contributions
Tuition

Total

 
$ 679,000
$ 166,000
$ 581,000

$ 1,426,000

Revenue

Salaries and Benefits
Other Operating Expenses

Total

$ 1,086,000
$ 340,000

$ 1,426,000

Expenses

 $ 120,000
$ 247,000
$ 312,000 Our Finances: 2015 – 2016
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Why Scale? (an investigation into scaling)

Friends Center for Children believes that all children have the right 
to equal access to high-quality, developmentally appropriate early 
care and education from birth. Our mission — educate children, 
empower families, inspire teachers, engage community, embrace 
diversity — guides our efforts to maximize human potential and 
to foster an active, engaged approach to citizenship in our global 
society.

We believe that in expanding our program we will be able to: 
educate more children in order to reduce the achievement gap; 
empower more families to give them the tools to successfully 
advocate for their child’s future education; inspire more teachers 
to become developmentally-based early childhood professionals; 
and engage more community in impactful dialogue around the 
critical importance of high-quality early care. We know that vibrant 
communities thrive when we embrace diversity and increase the 
opportunities for success for every child.

Our Future

“
“ A Legacy of Learning

Friends Center invites supporters to make a provision in their 
wills, trusts or retirement plans to ensure the well being of Friends 
Center for Children in perpetuity. We encourage you to look ahead 
to what your generous philanthropy can/will do to provide the 
highest quality early childhood education for New Haven’s most 
vulnerable and promising young citizens.



Friends Center for Children
227 East Grand Avenue     New Haven, CT 06513

www.friendscenterforchildren.org


